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Minister’s Gleanings 

Well, most of the painting is done now. The kitchen is red and the living room is orange and the bathroom is 
purple and aqua. That sounds a lot worse than it is. I really kind of like it after living for 23 years with nothing 
but white walls. But despite the fact that the painting is done half, of what I own is still packed in boxes piled 
in the spare bedroom. Sort of a wall of stuff. 

You would think I would want that stuff back after three weeks, but we seem to be on some sort of home 
improvement kick and next the floors are going to be refinished. So there’s not much point in unpacking 
everything just to pack it all back up for the floor guy. Only the thing is that the floor guy can’t come until 
June (which in floor guy time is August). I figure by then it will be even clearer than it is now that I don’t 
actually need what’s in those boxes. After three weeks I’ve largely forgotten what’s in them and I haven’t had 
much regret about not having access to what it is I can’t remember (with the marked exception of the UUA 
phone directory). I’m betting that by June (August) I will have moved on with my life and without my stuff. 
Home improvement, clearing out the clutter. 

Now, what struck me most about this is that I seem to be having a self-improvement year as well as a home 
improvement year. Fix up the context, fix up content. I know we all should be growing and improving and 
sprucing up what tumbles down each and every year, but the reality is that life intrudes sometimes and we get 
pooped or complacent sometimes, and then spring hits and it seems like we should wash those windows, 
metaphorical and physical. So I’ve signed up for classes and, at the Littleton church Auction, John bought me 
sessions with a personal trainer and nice character improving things like that.  

So if all that stuff piled in boxes in the spare room is no longer necessary to the new, improved house… what 
dusty, piled up, unnecessary baggage am I carrying around in me? It might just be time to sweep out the closet 
of resentments and box up and haul to the dump all kinds of misconceptions and pettiness. And, frankly, I 
don’t get all that much use out of the lyrics to Monkees theme song still clogging up my brain. 

Yeah, spring-cleaning has a nice ring to it this year. Make room for some nice, fresh breeze to blow through 
the place. 

In Peace, 

Jackie 

Lunch with the Ministers 

Wednesday April 2 at 12 noon 

All are welcome to join Holly & Jackie for a soup 
lunch on the first Wednesday of each month. If you 
like, bring bread, side dish, or dessert to share. 
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Upcoming Worship Schedule  

Apr 6:  Rev. Holly Baylie (subject TBD)  

Apr 13:  Rev. Jackie Clement:  As we move into the 
time of Passover we will consider the tradition of 
peaceful resistance as a method of social change  

Apr 20:  Rev. Holly Baylie (subject TBD)  

Apr 2:  Rev. Jackie Clement (subject TBD)  
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