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I have been thinking this month about the words we say each week as we light 
our chalice to begin our service. You remember, we say “Love is the doctrine of 
this church, the quest of truth is its sacrament, and service is its prayer.” With 
anything that we say weekly, we may not really think about what we are saying. 
It is good to come back and look at what we covenant together, in words that 
were written by Universalist minister L. Griswold Williams, who served our 
church down the way in Reading, among other places. In a religion that is non-creedal and non-
doctrinal, we declare that love is our doctrine. Love is the basis of all we do, how we attempt to walk in 
right relationship with each other and in the world, how we serve human need and how we bring 
knowledge and reason to how we attempt to understand our world and our place in it. Our weekly 
covenant addresses what Unitarian Universalist theologian James Luther Adams called “intimacy and 
ultimacy.” 

In this month where we honor mothers, when we honor veterans and others we have lost on Memorial 
Day, when many of us walk for peace, against hunger and raise money for causes like fighting breast 
cancer, our love is our doctrine. Our service is its prayer. Here at our church in Wakefield, many of us 
serve in different ways. We have been collecting food for the Food Pantry as a congregation. Many of 
you serve our faith community and the larger community in uncounted ways, those that folks know 
about and those that you do quietly, because service is your prayer. We seek to dwell together in peace, 
as a community that thinks together, serves together, sings together and seeks knowledge together. 

One of the ways that we covenant with love is in our status in the Unitarian Universalist Association as a 
Welcoming Congregation. We tell that larger community that all are welcome here and that we affirm 
our gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and transsexual members and friends. Many of us have been 
active in the movement that brought same sex marriage to Massachusetts. We are aware that there are 
many who may not agree with us—and perhaps there are those among us for whom it is still a growing 
edge. I hope you will come to church on Sunday, May 31 when members of the Welcoming 
Congregation will be leading our service. I will be there with you in the congregation and to lead a 
special ceremony afterwards. 

May our covenant of love and our quest for 
truth be the prayer of our life together as a 
community. 

Walking with you in faith, 

Maddie Sifantus 
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May 10: Rev. Maddie Sifantus:  

“Mothering” A reflection on the history and meaning of Mother's Day or Mothering Day. The choir 
will sing an anthem from the song cycle “Sing for the Cure”. Kelli Parece has the solo. 

May 17: Rev. Andrea Greenwood: 

 “Heroes and Prophets” - looking at the story of the Hebrew prophet Jonah, some classic Greek 
myths, and what it might mean to be a hero. The choir is preparing some hero songs. 
 
May 24: Rev. Maddie Sifantus : 

“There is a Time” – A reflection on end-of-life issues for Memorial Day weekend.  The choir is 
working on pieces with texts by Rossetti, Harris and McCrae (“Flanders Field”). 
 
May 31: Peter Stickel will lead a service celebrating our church’s designation as a Welcoming 
Congregation and what that means to the community. 

May 31: Lucia Jenkins and her family (following our regular service) will conduct a Coming of 
Age Ceremony for Cam, in the sanctuary. All are welcome to attend. 

Guest Minister for May 

Andrea Greenwood is a mother of 
three boys, and an ordained UU 
minister.  She served the Watertown 
(MA) congregation from 1992-1998, 
and was the DRE there from 2001-
2004.  She and her husband, Mark 
Harris, are working on a book about 
the Unitarian Universalist religion. 
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Supplemental Pledge for Our Church Building 

Our 2009-2010 approved budget includes $5204.00 in the category of Supplemental 
Pledges. Our well worn option to “patch the roof,” which is past its life expectancy, 
is nearing the end. This repair is critical to maintaining the integrity of the building. 
Roofing estimates are in process, and some funds are in place for this work. 

However, we need at least $5204 in additional pledges in order to fund the roof work and 
continue making good progress on the building, while keeping existing programs and staff in 
place.  A lot of repairs and improvements have been made during this past year in the building. 
Let’s keep this momentum going. Together we can do this. 

An Additional Pledge request letter will be going out soon to our members and friends. While 
you are waiting for that formal request, now is a good time to think about what you can 
contribute. $5200 equals $1.00 per week from 100 people. If your pledge unit is a family of two 
can you manage an extra $2.00 a week or an extra $104 per year? Can you manage an extra 
$125 or $150 per year?  

Keep your eye peeled for the Additional Pledge Letter. And, if you would like to get involved 
in the Pledge process or want to really understand the Finances of the church, the Finance 
committee is meeting on Monday, May 18 at 7:30 p.m. in the nursery. For more information, 
please contact Susan Kilkelly (781) 245-7245 or skkilkelly@aol.com.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

When working out the 2009-2010 annual budget, it became apparent that there was a shortfall of 
$5204, which included budgeted expenditures of $3000 toward capital outlay for the building. 
Historically, the approach to ongoing budget deficits or shortfalls in receipts has led to both 
scrimping on building costs and deferring capital maintenance. Each year, the decision boiled 
down to the importance of keeping programs and staff with the understanding that 'next year' we 
would get back to maintaining the building.  
 

In January 2008, the congregation faced the difficult decision between putting the church 
building up for sale or staying in its historic home. The congregation voted overwhelmingly to 
keep the property, with all its included deferred maintenance. After making this decision to stay, 
there has been significant time and effort devoted toward moving forward and reversing years of 
insufficient attention to the building. 



 

Among the largest issues facing the building at that time were the unsafe spire, open holes to the 
outside, the leaking roof at the end of its life expectancy, the unsafe electrical service, and
peeling paint on the exterior. In October, 2008, the spire was removed, which expended most of 
the building funds. Significant progress has also been made in buttoning up the building, from 
weather-stripping doors to filling numerous gaps in the build
electrical service has been upgraded and improved, and new efficient lighting installed. In the 
sanctuary, the ceiling tiles over the pulpit have been refastened and the leak over the stained 
glass window repaired as well as the damaged plaster around it, and much of the water damaged 
paint has been touched up. The progress thus far is visible and appreciated by all.
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Among the largest issues facing the building at that time were the unsafe spire, open holes to the 
outside, the leaking roof at the end of its life expectancy, the unsafe electrical service, and
peeling paint on the exterior. In October, 2008, the spire was removed, which expended most of 
the building funds. Significant progress has also been made in buttoning up the building, from 

stripping doors to filling numerous gaps in the building's exterior. In the interior, the 
electrical service has been upgraded and improved, and new efficient lighting installed. In the 
sanctuary, the ceiling tiles over the pulpit have been refastened and the leak over the stained 

ll as the damaged plaster around it, and much of the water damaged 
paint has been touched up. The progress thus far is visible and appreciated by all.
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Among the largest issues facing the building at that time were the unsafe spire, open holes to the 
outside, the leaking roof at the end of its life expectancy, the unsafe electrical service, and the 
peeling paint on the exterior. In October, 2008, the spire was removed, which expended most of 
the building funds. Significant progress has also been made in buttoning up the building, from 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO JUDIASM 101

Co-sponsors Temple Emmanuel and 

At Temple Emmanuel, 120 Chestnut Street, Wakefield
    The Continuing Education Committees of Temple Emmanuel and the Unitarian
Church of Wakefield invite area residents to AN 
Sunday, May 31st, from 7-9 pm.  Rabbi Mark Newton will present an overview of Judaism and 
the Jewish People.   
    The evening will allow participants to visit Temple Emmanuel’s historic building built in the 
early 1900s for Congressman Yeull.  Rabbi Newton will tell about historical development of the 
Jewish people and their basic beliefs.  Those attending will be encouraged to ask questions that 
they have always wondered about the Jewish religion.
    Adults and young adults who are interested in this are encouraged to attend this interfaith 
event.  There is no charge.   
    Temple Emmanuel is an independent synagogue that has served Jewish families for over 60 
years.  There are weekly Shabbat servi
9:30am. Throughout the year there are holiday events, adult workshops, and many social events. 
Interfaith families are welcomed. For more information: 781
www.WakefieldTemple.org 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO JUDIASM 101  
An Interfaith Presentation 

sponsors Temple Emmanuel and Unitarian-Universalist Church of Wakefield
Sunday, May 31st 7-9 pm 

At Temple Emmanuel, 120 Chestnut Street, Wakefield 
The Continuing Education Committees of Temple Emmanuel and the Unitarian

Church of Wakefield invite area residents to AN INTRODUCTION TO JUDIASM 101 on 
9 pm.  Rabbi Mark Newton will present an overview of Judaism and 

The evening will allow participants to visit Temple Emmanuel’s historic building built in the 
Congressman Yeull.  Rabbi Newton will tell about historical development of the 

Jewish people and their basic beliefs.  Those attending will be encouraged to ask questions that 
they have always wondered about the Jewish religion. 

Adults and young adults who are interested in this are encouraged to attend this interfaith 

Temple Emmanuel is an independent synagogue that has served Jewish families for over 60 
years.  There are weekly Shabbat services on Friday evenings at 8 pm and Saturday mornings at 
9:30am. Throughout the year there are holiday events, adult workshops, and many social events. 
Interfaith families are welcomed. For more information: 781-245-1886, or 
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Universalist Church of Wakefield 

The Continuing Education Committees of Temple Emmanuel and the Unitarian-Universalist 
INTRODUCTION TO JUDIASM 101 on 

9 pm.  Rabbi Mark Newton will present an overview of Judaism and 

The evening will allow participants to visit Temple Emmanuel’s historic building built in the 
Congressman Yeull.  Rabbi Newton will tell about historical development of the 

Jewish people and their basic beliefs.  Those attending will be encouraged to ask questions that 

Adults and young adults who are interested in this are encouraged to attend this interfaith 

Temple Emmanuel is an independent synagogue that has served Jewish families for over 60 
ces on Friday evenings at 8 pm and Saturday mornings at 

9:30am. Throughout the year there are holiday events, adult workshops, and many social events. 
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5/9/2009 12:00 pm Riverside Teen Club (wakefielduuchurch)  

5/10/2009 10:30 am Service & RE  (wakefielduu)  

5/10/2009 5:00 pm Meditation Practice Group  (m_sifantus)  

5/10/2009 7:00 pm Breast Cancer Diaries Documentary showing  (m_sifantus)  

5/11/2009 12:00 pm professional weekly cleaning - morning (wakefielduu)  

5/11/2009 6:00 pm Yoga as a Spiritual Practice  (wakefielduu)  

5/12/2009 2:30 pm Rental Irish Dance (wakefielduu)  

5/12/2009 6:30 pm dog training class (wakefielduuchurch)  

5/12/2009 7:00 pm Adult Choir  (j9fabiano)  

5/13/2009 7:00 pm Drawing Class (wakefielduu)  

5/14/2009 7:00 pm Food Coop pickup (j9fabiano)  

5/15/2009 7:30 pm Rise Up Singing  (wakefielduu)  

5/17/2009 12:00 pm Membership Committee Meeting  (semoran12)  

5/17/2009 3:00 pm Rental - Laugh Club (wakefielduuchurch)  

5/18/2009 7:30 pm Finance Committee  (kilkellysk)  

5/20/2009 11:30 am Soup with the Minister  (wakefielduu)  

5/21/2009 3:00 pm Wakefield Clergy Association Meeting (wakefielduu)  

5/23/2009 12:00 pm Riverside Teen Club (wakefielduuchurch)  

5/23/2009 12:45 pm My Brother's Table  (wakefielduuchurch)  

5/24/2009 12:00 pm Book Group  (matetaylor)  

5/29/2009 5:00 pm Plant sale setup  (j9fabiano)  

5/30/2009 8:00 am Plant Sale  (j9fabiano)  

5/30/2009 3:30 pm Linden Tree Coffee House set-up 3:30  

show 8:00 pm  (wakefielduuchurch)  

5/31/2009 11:45 am Coming of Age - Cam Jenkins  (wakefielduu)  

5/31/2009 7:00 pm Judaism 101 Temple Emmanuel and UU Church  (semoran12)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Wakefield 
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