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As Easter is upon us in a few days, I am thinking of what Easter 
might mean to us as Unitarian Universalists. It certainly is a com-
plicated holiday for many of us, especially those of us who have 
come out from other denominations, perhaps precisely because of 
how we felt about the way Easter was celebrated or our understand-
ing—or lack of understanding—of it. Or perhaps it just seems ir-
relevant. The more I think about it, trying to argue or prove that the 
events recounted in the Bible were true or real is a quagmire which 
is probably beside the point. Trying to get at the facts of what 
might have happened on that first Easter or what happened at the 
first Passover is probably an exercise in futility, unless you are an 
academic or a theologian who likes to delve into such things. 
Frankly, I don’t think the answer really matters to how we go on 
living our lives day to day, year to year. What does matter is that 
every one of us is Job sometime in our life—the world crashes 
down and we question everything, including what we might take on 
faith. We all experience the Good Fridays and the Easters. We ex-
perience death and rebirth multiple times during our lives until we 
reach the time of our final death. It can seem miraculous to reclaim 
living after a difficult death of a loved one. It can feel miraculous 
to reclaim faith in your body after an accident or an illness. When 
those miracles occur, we need to celebrate and shout a few Allelu-
ias. Easter Sunday is such a day when the tomb of death is opened 
and new possibility is before us. What do you see when the dark of 
winter has passed and new light shines? 

Some of us do like to delve into the Biblical stories. Ministers are 
famous for enjoying them! If you would like to have a conversation 
about what the Bible has to say, give me a call at the church, at my 
home office (508-358-7091), on my cell 
phone (508-733-8860 or email me at msifan-
tus@uuma.org. I would love to chat with you! 

On our path of faith, 
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Meditation Practice Group—The Sacred Pause 

Our Meditation Practice Group will NOT MEET ON EASTER 
SUNDAY, though it usually meets weekly on Sundays at 5:00 PM 
on the stage in our Social Hall. If you have never tried meditation, 
check out the group that gathers, some brand new to the practice 
and others more experienced. Allow about an hour, bring your 
meditation cushion, if you have one, or you can sit in a chair. The 
group is open to everyone, church members and the larger commu-
nity; there is no commitment to be there every week and 
no cost. A free-will offering to the church is always wel-
come. For more information, call Maddie Sifantus at 508
-358-7091 or email her at msifantus@aol.com. 

��������	
������� OFFICE HOURS:  

Reverend Maddie is happy to meet with you during her office 
hours or by special appointment. Her office hours are generally 11 
AM to 3 PM on Wednesday afternoons. There will be no office 
hours on April 28 as Maddie will be at the State House for the UU 
Advocacy Day with the UU Mass Action Network (see more infor-
mation elsewhere). She is often in Wakefield or in the office on 
Sunday afternoons. Check the yahoo calendar or call her on her cell 
phone: 508-733-8860. Maddie’s office is in the back of the lower 
level of the church, adjacent to the stage in the Social Hall. If the 
front or back door is locked, use our new buzzer system and Mad-
die will answer you and come to let you in. If you see her car and 
she doesn't answer the door, she is in the Quiet Room across the 
street in the Beebe Library.  Maddie is happy to visit you in your 
home, should that be of interest to you, is interested to receive 
news of our members, can make appointments on other days than 
Wednesdays and Sundays, and will visit you in your workplace, 
time permitting. 

All Are Invited: critical Religious Education Visio n 
Meeting - Sunday, April 18th, 6:00pm -  Affects more 

than just R.E! 
  

We will be holding an R.E. Vision Meeting to discuss our R.E. 
mission and how to go forward with both our children's and adult 
programs in the coming year.  This may affect how our services 
upstairs are conducted as well, as one model under consideration 
is the Intergenerational Church.  All are welcome and encouraged 
to attend and contribute their ideas and opinions to this important 

process!  Pizza, beverages, dessert and Child Care will be pro-
vided free of charge. 

Help Determine the Future of Religious Education in 
Our Church!  

Singing Meditation 

On Friday, May 7 at 7:30 PM in the Social Hall our minister, Mad-
die Sifantus, will lead a contemplative hour which will combine 
singing with short periods of silence. This is not about performance 
but rather the blending of voices in simple song and chant inter-
spersed with silence. Songs will come from UU, Taize, earth-
based, and world sources. More information in the next Gleam. 

SOUP WITH THE MINISTER ONE WEEK LATER! 

Because of the preparing of the fleas for the Flea Market, Soup 
with the Minister will take place one week later in April. You are 
welcome to join Reverend Maddie on Wednesday, April 14 from 
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM for our monthly Soup with the 
Minister. Maddie will bring the soup and supply a 
beverage. You are welcome to bring a bread or des-
sert to share. Conversation is casual. No need to sign 
up—just show up. 

Our Music Ministry 

From the wonderful music we hear every Sunday morning during 
our worship services to the Standing Room Only  concert series 
we have launched this year, this is a church that is truly touching 
hearts with the universal language of music. 

Rise Up Singing is reaching out to the greater community every 
month by inviting anyone who wants to come to join in singing 
songs form a song book containing thousands of songs from our 
past and present. There are pop songs, protest songs, peace 
songs, love songs, Christmas carols, even some show tunes and 
lullabies. Maddie gets it started, and we go around the room and 
everybody gets to pick a song. The warm, relaxed nature of the 
group makes it easy to join in, and a good time is had by all. If 
you have not come to Rise Up Singing yet, make a point of drop-
ping in before the church year ends. You don't need to know how 
to read music, and it's a given that you will be familiar with most 
of the songs. Our next meeting of Rise Up Singing will be on 
Friday April 16th. Read more about this month's “Ri se Up 
Singing” on page 5   

This month we held our second annual Jesus Christ S uper-
star Sing-Along , and one third of the people who sang were not 
members of this church. Happily, we were joined by three power-
ful baritones who really brought the parts of Pilate, Caiaphus, 
and Judas to life. Janine Fabiano projected the lyrics to this su-
perb Rock Opera on the big screen while a CD played from the 
stage. We sang our hearts out, everybody looking up together 
rather than looking down at lyric sheets in our laps, so we were a 
robust chorus, indeed. Lively conversation filled the short inter-
mission, and even though the show doesn't exactly have a happy 
ending, everyone was all smiles at the end of the evening. 
Thanks go to Janine for getting it started and to everyone who 
came for making it a success. 

Thursday, 4/1: Maundy Thursday Service led by Maddie, 7pm 

 April 4th: “Alleluia—We Look Forward”  
Easter Sunday Service led by Rev. Maddie Sifantus 
Come celebrate Easter looking forward as the world is reborn 
around us. Sing some alleluias and consider the traditional joy 
of this season. Let’s fill the whole spring world with praise! 

April 11th: “Getting Serious About Humor”, Rev. Maddie 
Part of what upholds life and is part of the sacred circle is a sense 
of humor—that ability to look on the lighter side at the things in 
our world, our community, and most especially, ourselves. When 
can humor heal? Is it okay to laugh in church? Come consider the 
serious business of humor, making sure you make room for a few 
laughs. 

April 18th: “Earth Day”  
RE/intergenerational service led by  Meg Anzalone 

April 25th: “Social Actions”  
with Gathering Change, UUSC, Oxfam, led by Wendy Dennis 
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Committee News: 

Worship Committee: 

Sunday morning assistants are needed each week to act as ushers 
and announcers. Please contact Janet Schuchter to usher at 781-245
-0735 or jschuchter@verizon.net, and Peter Stickel to announce at 
781 245-8029 or peters@rcn.com                                                                                    
Janine Fabiano, Worship Committee chair,  
j9fabiano@yahoo.com ; 781-245-0631 

First Aid and CPR Certified? 

The Safe Congregation Committee (SCC) wishes to update the 
list of congregants and friends who are currently CPR and/or 
First Aid certified or are Healthcare Professionals.  Having this 
list in our First Aid Kit can make serving a medical need within 
the church happen more efficiently should an incident occur 
when a listed person is in the building. If you have a current CPR 
and/or First Aid certification and are willing to be included on 
the list, please contact Kelli Parece, SCC Chair, at 781-245-3965.  
Thank you! 
   

Finance: Fundraising Subcommittee 

Finance’s Fundraising Subcommittee oversees the 
scheduling and plans for all church fundraisers. Each chair 
of a new or ongoing fundraiser is to complete an 
“Information on Fund Raising Events” form in advance of 
getting under way with their fund raiser. Contact Janine 
Fabiano (j9fabiano@yahoo.com or 781-245-0631) to 
receive the form. 

Start Saving your Fleas!!! 
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The Safe Congregations Committee (SCC) usually 
meets periodically and updates/checks various aspects of church 
safety. All are welcome.  The next meeting is Wednesday, May 
19th, at 7:30 at the church. Please contact SCC Chair Kelli 
Parece at 781-245-3965 or kparece@verizon.net with 
any questions or SCC concerns.  

Stewardship Drive Is Wrapping up for 2010! 
 

If you have not pledged yet, please join your church 
members and friends in financially supporting this 
church community to the best of your fiscal capabil-
ity. Each pledge is very important in supporting the 
operating expenses of the church.  
Please return your pledge card ASAP! All com-
pleted pledge cards may be returned in the Pledge 
Box in the Church Foyer or in the collection plate 
during the service offering, as well as by mail –  
PO Box 529, Wakefield, MA 01880. 
If you did not receive a Steward Package, contact 
one of the following: 
Pledge Drive Point Person Janine Fabiano:  
j9fabiano@yahoo.com, 781-245-0631; 
Finance Chair Susan Kilkelly: mkilkelly@aol.com, 
781-245-7245; 
Collector Kelli Parece: kparece@verizon.net, 781-
245-3965 
 
A Note from our Collector: 

Please pay the balance on your 2009-2010 pledge by 
March 31, 2010 if you have not already done so. 
Thank you for your donations! 

 

Our Annual Meeting 

Thursday, April 15 - 7:30pm   

All are welcome but only members who have 
signed the membership book by April 11 will have 
voting rights.  Please see Maddie Sifantus or Board 

President Wendy Dennis if you are interested in 
becoming a voting member of our congregation.  
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Readers Wanted! 
Book group will meet on Sunday, April 25, at about noon in the 
nursery. We are reading works about Health Care this month.  All 
are welcome! 

Mary Adele Taylor 
deletaylor@rcn.com 

The Membership Committee meets on the 3rd Sun-
day of every month, after church.  All interested parties are 
welcome to attend. 

Nancy Trimper, Chair,  nptrim@verizon.net 

Notes from the Religious Education Committee  

In April, we will be preparing for our Intergenerational Earth 
Day Service (to be held April 18th) and delving into Princi-
ple 7, “Respect for the interdependent web of all existence, 
of which we are a part.”, or, as the children know it, Promise 
7, “We care for Earth’s lifeboat.” On April 25 we will begin 
Principle 5 "All people need a voice". 

In March, we discussed Promise 3, “We’re free to learn to-
gether”, the idea of acceptance, and the art of weaving as a 
metaphor for the interconnectedness of our community.  We 
also learned about Promise 4, “We search for what is true.” 
with a focus on Charles Darwin and his explorations of the 
natural world and development of the concept of  evolution.  
We also began our Earth Day preparation.        

All parents are encouraged to attend Religious Education 
meetings.  Anyone else interested in helping out is invited 
also.   Our next regular meeting will be in May, but we hope 
everyone with an interest in the future of our youth or adult 
RE programs will attend our Vision Meeting on April 18th  
at 6:00pm to participate in major decisions which will deter-
mine the direction and form of Religious Education at our 
church in the coming year.  

�� We rejoice with Greg Moulton that he has received good news 
about his tests since his February surgery, is now back at work and 
ready to live a renewed life. 

�� Our thoughts continue to be with Gerri and Bob Lee. Bob’s 
heart surgery went well and his recovery is coming along with 
physical therapy beginning. Gerri took a fall in Melrose recently. 
She is thinking of everyone, especially with the upcoming fair that 
she used to run once upon a time. 

�� The recent rains brought water issues at the church and for 
many parishioners and Reverend Maddie. We think especially of 
Louise and Don Gannon who lost their furnace with a flooded 
basement. Let’s hope the sun dries everything out soon. 

�� We wish the best for Tracy Ottina as she has medical tests. 

���������	

����
��
The final show in the Standing Room Only concert series will 
take place Saturday, April 24, and we would love it to sell 
out. Charlie Farren  will be performing an acoustic show, 
mostly solo. Candy O'Terry will be joining him for their hit 
single, You Are the Only One.  Please talk the show up with 
your friends, put a link to his web site (or the church's) onto 
your facebook wall, and if you have any other ideas on how 
we can get the word out, share them with Peter Stickel or 
Elizabeth Lowry. His web site is www.charliefarren.com, and 
you can listen to several songs there. 

"Charlie is contagious, displaying a candor rarely demon-
strated by former arena rock stars. It's 
clear he has not lost the ability to capti-
vate a room full of people no matter what 
the size," writes Tom Dempsey of Sound-
Check magazine. His live solo perform-
ances remain the perfect forum for his 
remarkable talents. Charlie continues to 
be one of America's most original and 
compelling musical artists. He takes the 
stage alone, and leaves the stage with a 
roomful of new believers. 

Saengerfest’s Gift of Song to MUSE:  

Have you ever wondered what our minister, Reverend Maddie does 
in her spare time? Have you never heard the wonderful Saengerfest 
Men’s Chorus? Do you want to support professional music with a 
special call to service to elders in nursing homes, as well as the 

training of ministers and musicians who feel that 
call? Maddie is acting director of MUSE (Music 
Serving Elders). You can see more about MUSE, 
including a moving documentary with the Founder 
of MUSE, Paul Wiggin, on www.museinc.org. 
Maddie has been working on revitalizing the 35 
year old organization and deepening its ties to An-

dover Newton Theological School where she continues to be ad-
junct faculty. The Paul W. Wiggin Gift of Song Scholarship was 
created by MUSE Inc. in May 2009 to benefit a seminarian who 
has an interest in music and service. Auditions were held in the fall 
and the first scholarship was awarded to DMin Candidate Martell 
Spagnolo in November 2009. On Sunday, April 25, 2010, at 3:00 
PM there will be a special concert to raise funds for the Gift of 
Song Scholarship at the Newton Presbyterian Church, 75 Vernon 
Street: Saengerfest’s Gift of Song to MUSE. This concert will fea-
ture the wonderful Saengerfest Men’s Chorus and special guests, 
including MUSE founder Paul W. Wiggin. Tickets are $20 and all 
proceeds will benefit the scholarship. Tickets may be ordered by 
calling MUSE treasurer Jane Mansfield at 508-358-7962. Please 
state clearly your name, your telephone number, the number of 
tickets you want and that you are ordering tickets for the Saenger-
fest Gift of Song to MUSE Concert. Tickets will also be available 
at the door from Maddie, and should be available soon through the 
Website: www.museinc.org. For information on MUSE, call or 
write Acting Director Maddie Sifantus: 508-358-7091 and mad-
die@museinc.org. 
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Our next meeting of Rise Up Singing will be Friday, April 16 
at 7:30 PM. Rise Up Singing is a sort of “round robin” 
singing circle, inspired by the Rise Up Singing book from 
Sing Out Magazine. Songs of all genres are welcome. We 
meet in the Social Hall downstairs at the church. Choose 
from the Rise Up Singing songbook’s 1200 songs or bring 
your own, if you can lead it.  All are invited to sing with us. 
No music reading ability is needed. You can join in the fun 
on the third Friday evening of each month. Singers and 
instrumentalists of all ages are welcome to this informal and 
spirited evening of shared music making. Bring a copy of 
Rise Up Singing if you have one.  Some copies will be 
available for those who don’t have their own. There is no 
charge to attend but donations towards our collection of 
books and to our building fund are welcome. We encourage 
you to bring a can, other non-perishable food or personal 
health items for the food pantry. All ages are invited to join 
our minister and professional singer Maddie Sifantus, 
members of the church and the larger community. For more 
information, call Maddie at her home office: 508-358-7091 
or leave a message on the church answering machine (781-
245-4632). 
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April 10, 2010  $15.00    

Geoff Bartley and Danielle Miraglia 

With a mix of blues, folk and roots jazz, Geoff Bartley plays 
fingerstyle acoustic guitar and harmonica 
to accompany his bluesy baritone 
"singing". Influenced early on by Bob 
Dylan, Lightnin' Hopkins, and Dave Van 
Ronk, Geoff has opened for or shared 
festival workshop stages with Doc 
Watson, Richard Thompson, Tom Rush, 
Jorma Kaukonen, Dr. John, Odetta, Leo 
Kottke, The Persuasions, Leon 
Redbone, and others. He has played up-
down-and-sideways across the US but 
now plays almost exclusively in southern New England and actively 
supports local music. The Boston Globe describes him as "a 
brilliant songwriter and a world-class guitarist.” 

 A strong steady thumb on an old Gibson guitar is the driving force 
behind Danielle Miraglia's delta blues 
influenced guitar style. Add a raw, powerful, 
whiskey tinged voice and one might be 
tempted to label her a blues artist. But while 
Miraglia's style pays homage to these blues 
traditions, her classic rock verve, catchy 
melodies and eclectic array of song subjects 
that range from deeply personal to socially 
relevant give it an original twist that is all her 
own. A fresh sound along with a sharp wit 
and a captivating stage presence is gaining 
her fans all over the map. "It won't be long 
before the rest of the country takes notice." - 
Performing Songwriter. 

 For more information and future dates, see 

www.lindentreecoffeehouse.org   
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We Are a Welcoming Congregation 

Having fulfilled the requirements of our denomination to be 
a "Welcoming Congregation", the Wakefield UU Church is 
intentional about celebrating the presence and full participa-
tion of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons in all 
aspects of congregational life. We also welcome all persons 
regardless of race, economic status, theological and political 
perspective, or other distinctions that keep us from embrac-
ing our common humanity. We acknowledge that we still 
have work to do and we welcome your ad-
vice about how we may be more welcoming. 
We want to say, truthfully, “All are welcome 
here!" 
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Wakefield Interfaith Food Pantry 

Please bring a can, non-perishable food or personal care 
items to our plastic bin just inside the front door of the 
church. The Wakefield Interfaith Food Pantry serves many in 
our community, and there is great need. Stay tuned for news 
of their impending move from the First Baptist Church to the 
Americal Civic Center. You can see more about the Food 
Pantry and donate on their Website: www.wifoodpantry.org. 

Vigil Against the Death Penalty  

Eric Reid reports that the Boston North Chapter of 
the Massachusetts Citizens Against the Death Pen-
alty will be holding its seventh vigil on Reading Com-
mon on Good Friday, April 2 - when Jesus of Naz-
areth was executed 2000 years ago. Between 4 pm 
and 6 pm we will holding signs expressing our oppo-
sition to capital punishment to those who drive by 
this intersection of Routes 28 and 129. Join us. 
Dress weather-appropriately. 

Becoming tutorial, the above is an example of public 
witness. (1) Other forms of Social Concerns are 
(2) self education on an issue, (3) starting and main-
taining institutions (schools, hospitals. etc.), and (4) 
social action by interacting with government. 

 
Calling all Church Mice and anyone else who 
would like to help with this great foyer project! 
With some denatured alcohol, steel wool and elbow 
grease, we are removing the old shellac from the 
wainscoting in the church foyer. This will take sev-
eral sessions with a good group of workers, but I 
believe we can make this happen. And it will really 
continue improving the welcoming feeling to our 
foyer. Also, great chance to chat, and catch up or get 
to know each other. 
Here are the dates of the work sessions. I hope you 
can work some or all of them:  

Saturday morning, April 17, 9:30-11am 
Wednesday evening, April 28, 7:30-9pm 
Tuesday morning, May 11, 9-10:30am 
Wednesday evening, May 26, 7:30-9pm 

POC: Janine Fabiano, j9fabiano@yahoo.com; 781-
245-0631 

BREAST CANCER FUNDRAISER IN JUNE 

Our minister, Reverend Maddie, is looking for 
several parishioners to work with her as she pre-
pares for an event at the church on Saturday eve-
ning, June 19. Central to the evening is a showing of the out-
standing documentary, Breast Cancer Diaries. A planning 
group of community members is joining with Maddie and 
will meet mid-April. Please let Maddie know if you can be 
part of this team. We guarantee it will be fun, and it is for a 
good cause. Most everyone has been touched by breast can-
cer. Some of the planning group will also be participating in 
the Relay for Life. Let’s work on ending breast cancer and 
support of friends and family members. 
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WARRANT 
 
 
The members of the First Universalist Society of Wakefield, Massachusetts are hereby notified that the Annual 
Meeting of the Society will be held in the Main Hall of the Church, 326 Main St. Wakefield, Massachusetts, com-
mencing at 7:30 pm on Thursday, April 15, 2010 to act on the following articles: 
 
ARTICLE I 
To act regarding the minutes of the 2009 meeting. 
 
ARTICLE II 
To receive and act on as needed, the reports of the Minister, Officers, and the Committees of the Society. 
 
ARTICLE III 
To act upon a budget to be proposed by the Board of Management setting forth authorized expenditures for the 
maintenance of the Society for the coming year. 
 
ARTICLE IV 
WARRANT ARTICLE  
  
 
To consider and Vote upon the Following Amendment to the Trust Policy adopted April 12, 2005 entitled Endow-
ment Investment and Distribution Policy. 
  
Section B of the above policy shall be deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
( All new language is in italics) 
  
1.  The term Endowment in the policy is used to mean all funds invested by the Trustees at any given time whether or 
not such funds are legally endowment funds.   The term General Endowment Fund refers to the combined fund which 
holds all funds donated to the church as endowment funds. 
 
      The Endowment shall be composed of several funds which may be co-mingled for ease of investment manage-
ment.  Gifts and bequests to the Endowment may be designated for any of the separate funds.  Undesignated gifts 
shall be deposited to the General Endowment Fund.  Distributions from the General Endowment Fund may be used 
for any purpose to further the work of the Church, but shall not be used for the ordinary and customary operating 
expenses of the Church except for an emergency at which time a two-thirds majority of the congregation votes in a 
special election to do so. 
 
     The Trustee Committee shall separately account for each of these funds, attributing to each its proportionate share 
of changes in investment values, as well as recording gifts to and distributions from each of the funds.  The number 
of separate funds should be kept to a necessary minimum to simplify accounting.  Each fund should have a written 
description of its purpose and the policies for its administration. 
  
2.  In order to protect and preserve the corpus of the Endowment over the long term, the Trustee 
Committee shall not distribute more than five percent (5%) per Fiscal year of the total market value of the combined 
assets (Typically four percent (4%)), as determined by the average total market value on the last business day of 
each of the thirteen immediately preceding calendar quarters.  If less than four percent (4%) is distributed in one Fis-
cal year, the Trustee Committee  may distribute more than four percent (4%) in a subsequent Fiscal year, as long as 
the distributions do not exceed four percent (4%) on a cumulative basis.  This restriction shall not prevent the use of 
the full amount of any non-endowment fund, such as the Paint Fund, for the specified purpose of the fund. 
  

continued on next page 
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Warrant continued 
 
3.  The use to be made of the allowed distribution from each of the funds is determined by the congregation as part 
of its customary budgeting process. 
  
4. The current (April 2005) established funds are as follows: 
 General Endowment Fund 
 Woodbury Fund 
 Paint Fund 
 Richardson/ Scamman C.O.F. 
 Keough Fund (minister’s discretion) 
  
As of March 31, 2010 the existing funds are: 
 General Endowment Fund 
 Keough Fund (minister’s discretion). 
 
 
ARTICLE V 
To see if the Society will instruct the Board of Management  to submit to the next Annual Meeting an addition to the 
Bylaws concerning the Clerk: namely, that, within a month after each Annual or Special Meeting, an account of 
same shall be available for perusal and comment by the members of the Society. 
 
 
ARTICLE VI 
To transact such other business as may be properly brought before the Annual Meeting of the Society. 
 
Janet Schuchter, Clerk 
First Universalist Society 
326 Main Street 
Wakefield, Ma   01880 
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Unitarian Universalist Church of Wakefield 
PO Box 529 
Wakefield MA 01880 


