What a spectacular spring we are experiencingeasrt of
another church year is winding up...and there i4 &lo
come before the lazier days of summer and walksnarthe
Breakheart Reservation. | don’t know if you notickdt
there is a lot of new energy around our faith comityu
There are many ways for you to be involved, evénigfjust
coming and sitting in a pew on Sunday morning. foath
of May in particular is going to have some excitewgnts
taking place in our church building related to our
collaboration with Stories for a Safer WakefielickPup the
green and white brochure when you are at chursleecll
that is going on. | will be kicking off the monthtiva
sermon on May 25afety Netln other collaborative events,
we recently had a wonderful meeting, facilitatedbije
Keysor, focusing on the possibilities for religiceducation
in our church. Many good ideas surfaced and weaxpe
have a plan—or at least a proposal—in place byéxe
Gleam Meetings have begun on a fundraiser to benefeidir
cancer research which will take place on June &8.rfore
about that elsewhere in this newsletter. Severabafill be
attending a Social Justice Workshop at the UU Chofc
Greater Lynn on May 8. Let Sheila Moran or me knbyou
are interested in joining us.

Three of us (Janine, Wendy, and I) went to the MBess
District Annual Meeting in April and heard abougth
importance of collaboration amongst congregationssuch
things as lifelong religious education, social actand more.
I have been in conversation with the ministerswfReading
and Melrose congregations about how we can colédbor
with each other, as well as invite each other gnévin our
neighboring congregations. Reading has publicizedRise
Up Singing group all year, with several UUCR mensber
regularly attending. | did a Wednesday night wqrservice
in Reading in March with Peter Stickel assistingsoto
violin. Reading invites us to join them for the@xt
Wednesday service which is May 19 at 7:30 PM, kethkir
ministerial intern Andrew Tripp, assisted by musi Rose
McAuley, Roald Wilson, and Clyde Hardin: “Partirg$uch
Sweet Sorrow.” See elsewhere in tBigamfor news of a
lecture by John Buehrens in Reading.

For those who are not able to join us for thesevard
looking events, what is central to us is what hagpe our
sanctuary Sunday mornings and among us as a corymuni

I know of at least one person who would like tatstanew
small group; please let me know if you are intexésAnd
we will be continuing with our consideration of tBeven
Principles of Unitarian Universalism with Principl&ive
and Six in May. Our Meditation Practice Group coués on
Sunday evenings, with either Joe Cresta or mengatiis
month. And let me know if you are ready to sign our
membership book. We are planning to have a New Memb
Ceremony during one of the remaining services efytar.
Meanwhile, enjoy the beautiful flowers and greergogng
on all around us. And breathe!

On the path of our faith,
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May 21: Rise Up Singing, 7:30pm
May 25: Dr John Buehrens in Reading, 7:30pm

May 29: Memorial Day Weekend Plant Sale, 8:00am to
noon

Singing Meditation

On Friday, May 7 at 7:30 PM in the Social Hall aninister, Maddie
Sifantus, will lead a contemplative hour which vadimbine singing
with short periods of silence. This is not abouffgenance but
rather the blending of voices in simple song arehtinterspersed
with silence. Songs will come from UU, Taize, edrised, and
world sources. Join in this spiritual practice whis suitable for
beginners as well as experienced singers and/oitatend.
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May 2: “Safety Net” - Maddie Sifantus

We will consider how we and all faith communitiemde a
safety net for those suffering from and perpetgptinmestic
abuse, bullying and other forms of violence as & &ff the
month of activities in collaboration with “Storiésr a Safer
Wakefield.”

May 9: Mother's Day theme - Meg Anzalone

May 16: “Liberty Clause” - Maddie Sifantus

We continue our look at the Seven Principles oftalran Uni-
versalism with Principle Four: right of conscierasel the use of
the democratic process within our congregationsiastciety at
large.

May 23: Lay-led - Coordinated by Peter Sticke

Welcoming Congregation theme.

May 30: “Superman Principle”

Sermon for Memorial Day continues with Principledithe goal
of world community with peace, liberty, and justioe all.

SOUP WITH THE MINISTER

welcome to join Reverend Maddie, 11:30 AM to

1:00 PM. Maddie will bring the soup and supply adrage. You
are welcome to bring a bread or dessert to shaneve®sation is
casual. No need to sign up—just show up.

UUA General Assembly

GA, the annual meeting for Unitarian Universaligtsjune 23-27
in Minneapolis. The Unitarian Universalist Churdhvdakefield is
entitled, based on membership, to 2 delegates,nisi be
members of UUCW. So far, we know that only Reverstadidie is
planning to attend. GA is a unique experience aorl¢he process
by which the UUA conducts business, makes poling, discusses
and votes “Statements of Conscience” for all UU'se
tremendous variety of workshops, program eventistcmention
UU University, and worship services offers oppoities for
personal growth and new ideas to bring back to Welkle There is
a proposal on the agenda to radically change Ghdling it a
biannual meeting and limiting each congregatioarte delegate.
There are other changes in this proposal as wedl.régistration
fee is $355. For more information, go to the UUAbsi¢e,
www.uua.org/gar write Rev. Maddie atisifantus@uuma.orgr
call her on her cell phone: 508-733-8860.

OFFICE HOURS

Reverend Maddie is happy to meet with you duringdffice
hours or by special appointment. Her office howesgenerally 11
AM to 3 PM on Wednesday afternoons. She is ofteWakefield
or in the office on Sunday afternoons. Check th®gacalendar or
call her on her cell phone: 508-733-8860. Maddifie is in the
back of the lower level of the church, adjacenh®stage in the
Social Hall. If the front or back door is lockedeuthe buzzer
system, and Maddie will answer you and come upttgdu in.
While we are awaiting the arrival of Internet i tBffice, Maddie
can sometimes be found during Office Hours in thie@QRoom of
the Beebe Library. Again, call her on her cell phavhich she will
have on vibrate when she is in the Quiet Room,sdredwill come
over and meet you at the church. Maddie is alspyh#p visit you
in your home, should that be of interest to younisrested to
receive news of our members, can make appointnoentsher
days than Wednesdays and Sundays, and will visitirygour
workplace, time permitting.

Meditation Practice Group—The Sacred Pause

Our Meditation Practice Group meets weekly on
Sundays at 5:00 PM on the stage in our Social Hall.
Most weeks the group is led by our minister,
Reverend Maddie. Upon occasion it is led by Joe
Cresta. Thanks Jo8&IOTE: there will be no
meeting on the Sunday of Memorial Day Weekend
If you have never tried meditation, check us out:
some are brand new to the practice and others exgrerienced.
We are always a mix of folks from our church anel wider
community. Allow about an hour, bring your meditaticushion, if
you have one, or you can sit in a chair. The glisugpen to
everyone, church members and the larger commtuhiye is no
commitment to be there every week and no costeA-ill
offering to the church is always welcome. For miafermation,
call Maddie Sifantus at 508-358-7091 or email her a
msifantus@uuma.orgrou are also invited later on Sunday
evenings to join the Buddhist Meditation Groupteg Unitarian
Universalist Church of Reading, located at 239 Wolfireet.
They meet downstairs in their Community Hall atO7®M and are
led by Andrew Furst. You can see more about thesigat
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Lecture at the UU Church in Reading:

The Promise of Progressive Religion for the Twenty-
First Century with Rev. Dr. John Buehrens

Tuesday, May 28at 7:30 PM

Join the Reading congregation and other neighbdsidg for es-
teemed Unitarian Universalist Minister Rev. Dr. d@uehrens in
a one night lecture and discussion on the futuléefal religion
and Unitarian Universalism in America. Rev. Buel¥'eac-
claimed new book “A House for Hope: The Promis®adgres-
sive Religion for the Twenty-First Century” is @snhg call to
create a liberal religious renaissance in this tgurSpeaking to
social activists and spiritual seekers, Buehregssaicourage in th
face of the apparent dominance of religious fundaadists in the
media and politics, and offers ways to sustainspinits and ad-
vance positive social change.

[¢)

John Buehrens is a stirring speaker, a recognitednational
religious voice, and served as the president otsthiearian Uni-
versalist Association for eight years. Copiesisfbiook will be
available for sale and signing. This event is ojpeldnitarian
Universalists from other congregations and to thiglip.

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Reading isated at 239
Woburn Street, Reading MA 01867. For more infoioratall
781-944-0494. Web site isww.uureading.org
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From the Collector:

Thank you for all of the 2010/2011 pledges received
to date. Please remember when submitting pledge
payments that they be identified with your name so
that the Collector can credit them properly; afdbe
payment is for a year other than the current fiscal
year, please indicate. Payments can be maileckto th
church or put in the collection plate. If you harey
questions regarding pledges, please contact the Col
lector - Kelli Parece at 781-245-3965 or
kparece@verizon.net

We will host our annual Memorial
Day Weekend Plant Sale Saturday,
May 29, from 8:00 to 12:00. This
has been a fun fundraiser in the
past, and the local community has
come to expect us to put it on each
year. Please begin digging up your
perennials and potting them. What-
ever information you have about each plant is helpful,
too, such as its name and color, as well as what kind of
sun and water needs it might have. We hope to be sell-
ing a better variety of vegetables this year, and | am
looking for a local grower to supply us. Know anyone?
It would be great to help the local economy.

Last year | made labels for many of the
plants and the customers really appreci-
ated it, so | will do it again this year if you
will give me the information to put on the
labels. Email me before May 25th at
elizlowry86@rcn.com with the information
and the number of labels you will need for
your plants. Unidentified plants are diffi-
cult to sell, and the more information the
better.

So save the date, May 29, and plan to
help out that morning. We need volun-
teers, plants and plant pots, hanging baskets, and do-
nations of bagged potting soil. Also, if
you have any of those flat baskets
that you put six-packs of seedlings in,
we always need them, too. Call me at
781-246-2524 with questions and to

let me know how you can help! o‘.

Thanks,
Elizabeth Lowry

Thank you, Janet Schuchter!

Janet provided and raffled off 2 Red
Sox tickets for the April 21, game.
This fundraiser brought in $200 for the
church! The lucky winner was a colleague of
Janet’s from Bayridge Hospital.

Committee News:

Finance: Fundraising Subcommittee

Finance’s Fundraising Subcommittee oversees the
scheduling and plans for all church fundraiserghizhair of
a new or ongoing fundraiser is to complete an ‘fimfation
on Fund Raising Events” form in advance of gettinger
way with their fund raiser. Contact Janine Fabiano
(19fabiano@yahoo.comr 781-245-0631) to receive the
form.

Worship Committee:

Sunday morning assistants are needed each weekas ashers
and announcers. Please contact Janet Schuchtsieo at 781-245
-07350r jschuchter@verizon.neind Peter Stickel to announce at
781 245-8029 or peters@rcn.com

Janine Fabiano, Worship Committee chair,
j9fabiano@yahoo.com781-245-0631

The Safe Congregations Committee (SCC) usually

meets periodically and updates/checks various éspéchurch
safety. All are welcome. The next meeting is Wedlag, May
19th, at 7:30 at the church. Please contact SC@ €héi
Parece at 781-245-3965 lgrarece @verizon.natith

any questions or SCC concerns.

BREAST CANCER FUNDRAISER IN JUNE

The Committee to coordinate tBeeast Cancer Diariegvent,
which will be held Saturday, June 19 at 8 PM atawrch, has
begun meeting to plan this event which will raiseney for a local
breast cancer cause and bring folks from our conityurto the
church. The committee includes our minister, Revéfdaddie;
Sheila Moran from the Board of Management and $dgition;
Meg Anzalone, our RE Consultant; and new membecyl @ttina,
as well as six women from the Wakefield communitiaege and
the sister of the woman featured in the documentayt of the
evening will be a panel of experts including analagist, a hurse
and a chaplain who is also a breast cancer surv8ame of the
planning group will also be participating in thel&efor Life.
Let's work on ending breast cancer and support of

friends and family members. Please let Maddie

know if you wish to be involved in this effort—

and talk to Sheila and Tracy if you want to know

how much fun this group of women is!
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The Membership Committeemeets on the$Sun-
day of every month, after church. All interestedities are
welcome to attend.

Nancy Trimper, Chair, nptrim@verizon.net

Notes from the Religious Education Committee

May finds our hardy little troop continuing its were into
Principle 5, “All people need a voice”. On May 9tte
begin Principle 6, “Build a fair and peaceful wdrld/hich
we continue the following week. May 23rd will balay to
prepare for the next intergenerational servicdédeld on
June 6th). May 30th we will play—

Susan will lead us in an activity day! N

tributes to the Earth in the forms of

flowers and animals of many kinds
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Earth Day Service, which was led by

and colors for our Intergenerational

Rev. Meg Anzalone on April 18th.

This was the culmination of our

discussion of Principle 7, “Respect for the intgreledent
web of all existence, of which we are a part”,ax the
children know it, Promise 7, “We care for Earthfslboat.”
On April 25th , we began Principle 5 with SusarABthony
and the Suffrage Movement.

In April, we made some lovely

All parents are encouraged to attend Religious Eiilut
meetings. Anyone else interested in helping oiriged
(enthusiastically) also. Our next regular meetiiljbe on
May 16 and will be held on the stage in the sdu#dll after
the service has concluded.

Thank you to everyone who attended the RE Visiortivig
on April 18th. Your ideas and opinions were much
appreciated, and we are looking forward to preggian
next year and beginning the search for an RE Coatoli.

We are all deeply saddened by the sudden death
of Eric Reid’s young cousin, Christopher Sardella.

A Memorial Service was recently held at the
church for Steve Breton’s father, Gerard Breton.

Maddie’s mother was released from Rehab and is
back at her Assisted Living but still in a wheelicha
this point. And her Aunt Winifred broke her hiptlas
week, was operated on and is now in rehab.

Teresa Cooley, our Mass Bay District Executive
for the last five years, will be leaving in Junda&e
the position of Director of Congregational Lifethé
UUA.

Congratulations to Matthew Lowry, who has been
elected to Wakefield’s Planning Board.

Readers Wanted!

Book group will meet on Sunday, May 23, at about
noon at the church, to view the film, The Time-
Traveler's Wife. Members may wish to read the book
by the same name, by Audrey Niffenegger. All are
welcome!

Mary Adele Taylor
deletaylor@rcn.com

May’s monthly Rise Up Singing group sing is part of
the town-wide eventtories for a Safe Wakefiedehd

will feature songs of peace. It will take placeForday,
May 21 at 7:30 PM in the Social Hall, downstairghe
church. Rise Up Singing is a sort of “round robin”
singing circle, inspired by the Rise Up Singing koo
from Sing Out MagazineSingers and instrumentalists
of all ages are welcome to this informal and sgatit
evening of shared music making. Songs of all geares
welcome, whether or not they are among the 120§sson
included in the book. All are invited to sing wills. No
music reading ability is needed. You can join ie thn
on the third Friday evening of each month. Bringppy
of Rise Up Singingf you have one. Some copies will
be available for those who don’t have their ownerEh
is no charge to attend but donations towards our
collection of books and to our programs are welcome

We encourage you to bring a can, other non-perishab
food or personal health items for the food parfeor.
more information, call Reverend Maddie at her home
office: 508-358-7091 or leave a message on thecbhur
answering machine (781-245-4632).

Thanks are due to Joe Cresta, who came in early to
make sure we had our coffee ready and pota-

ble for coffee hour this past Sunday morni
when we were under the Boil Water order! vﬁ
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Calling all Church Mice and anyone else
who would like to help with this great foyer
project! With denatured alcohol, steel wool
and elbow grease, we are removing the old
shellac from the wainscoting in the church
foyer. Two sessions with good workers have
started the project and two more sessions are skgted
in May. This project will continue to really imprevthe
welcoming feeling of our foyer. It's also a grehtace
to chat and catch up, or get to know each otheelbet
Here are the remaining work sessions. | hope yau ca
work one or both of them:

Tuesday morning, May 11, 9-10:30am

Wednesday evening, May 26, 7:30-9pm

POC: Janine Fabian@fabiano@yahoo.com
781-245-0631

T N X Xe Xe Xe Xe X N X N N ¢ %
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Maddie has a new e-mail address!

Please usensifantus@UUMA.org to contact
her from now on (it may show up as
“msifantus@comcast.com” in your inbox,

but please use the UUMA.org address).

1 2 34/
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Social Concerns Corner New !

Look for the new Social Concerns Corner in you @Glea
each month for the latest Social Justice activiied
opportunities.

Stories for a Safer Wakefield

Four events of the month-long, town-wide anti vime
campaign, Stories for a Safer Wakefield, will takace
in our church. Since we are celebrating our segead
as a Welcoming Congregation, it was natural fotous
team up with the Beebe Library, Wakefield Alliance
Against Violence (WAAV), and Hallmark Health in
helping to make Stories for a Safer Wakefield
happen. It fits into our message, we have theespaa
we are conveniently located in the heart of
Wakefield. These events involve Social Action, Mus
Ministry, LGBT Welcoming, and community interface
and outreach.

The church will be providing a venue f@Giving a

Voice, performed by the Wakefield High School Drama
Club. The students collected essays about violence
the lives of people from Wakefield and will be
producing the dramatic program Thursday, May 20,
7:00 PM, in the sanctuary.

The next evening, Friday, May 21, Maddie will lead
Rise Up Singing,as she does every third Friday of the
month.. May's Rise Up Singing will be dedicated to
songs of peace. The singing begins at 7:30, aftdas
and open to the public. Food Pantry donationshwill
accepted. Please try to attend this really enjeyab
evening; it would be nice to see a lot of Wakefiglds
there to welcome what we expect to be a bigger than
usual crowd of singers.

Continued on page 6

All submissions to the Gleam must be in
writing -- email, paper copy, or disk. Please in&uhe contact
name, phone #, and/or email address for eacharBttase send
-mail submissions to news@wakefielduu.org, antuohe the
word “Gleam” in the subject line.

The next Gleam deadline is May 25th.

Gleam Editors: Lucy Skeldon, Marcia Calvin; CopyaRers:
Sheila Moran, Matthew Jewett; Publisher: Wendy fign
Reporters: You!
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Continued from page 5

The third event at the UU Church will be a Movie
Night, Saturday, May 22ip-Hop: Beyond Beats and
Rhymes,a lovingly critical look at the music that rules
the airwaves today, will be screened from 7:008:
followed by a discussion of the film. Traditionabwmne
snacks will be on hand for this entertaining,
enlightening look into the hyper-masculine, misagyn
homophobic music that our kids love.

The church wraps up the month with a benefit for
Rosie's Place, a sanctuary for poor and homeless
women.Fruit Punch: Give it to Me Straight is a
variety show with music and comedy. The show will
have a gay bent to it, and will be a celebratommnavy
of laughter and song that many adults, both gay and
straight, will appreciate. Special Rainbow coclgand
light hors d'oeuvres will be available before thew
begins and during intermission.

Social Concerns Committee Meeting on May 10
All are invited!

We are having our first Social Concerns Meetingn
Monday May 10 at 7:30 p.m. in the Nursery. Please
join us and help us plan how we wish this committee
work within our community for this year. Bringyo
ideas, thoughts and concerns for the future. &l o
welcome.

Contact Sheila Moran if you have any questions.

Wakefield Interfaith Food Pantry

Please bring a can, non-perishable food or
personal care items to our plastic bin just
inside the front door of the church. The
Wakefield Interfaith Food Pantry serves many
in our community, and there is great need.
They are now located at the Americal Civic
Center. You can see more about the Food
Pantry and donate on their website:
www.wifoodpantry.org

More News

Reverend Maddie and Sheila Moran attended UU
Advocacy Day at the UUA on Wed. Apr 28. This was
sponsored by the UU Mass Action and the UU Urban
Ministry. There were presentations on the
Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program, Foreclosure
Relief Bill, and a bill to repower Massachusetts
Emergency Task Force. Following these presentation
attendees visited their legislators in the Statad¢o
urging them to vote for these bills.

Senator Susan Tucker, Chair of the Joint Commdtee
Housing, spoke of the connection between casinds an
slots and homelessness. She directed us to theiteeb
called United to Stop Slots in Massachusetts whah

a lot of quick facts about this issue:
http://www.uss-mass.org/

UU Mass Action is a wonderful organization butsit i
nearing the end of its grant money and seeks dorsati
from any one who can afford to help them out €her
are fliers downstairs in the Social Hall for anyavigo

is interested in supporting them. Take a look airth
web site also at www.uumassaction.org

Bring in your change!

We heard about Gathering Change from
church member Marianne Snow on Sunday
4/25.

Marianne has put a basket with information
packets and another to hold our donations
down in the social hall. She will pick up the
basket after church on May 16. Please bring
your spare change over the next few weeks
If you have a LOT of change to spare, conta
Marianne at 781-246-0365 or
getmsno@rcn.corto arrange a pick up.

All donations will go directly to the Wakefield
Interfaith Food Pantry. For more about
Gathering Change, see
www.gatheringchangeinc.org

NS
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We Are a Welcoming Congregation

Having fulfilled the requirements of our de
nomination to be a "Welcoming Congrege

tion", the Wakefield UU Church is inten-

tional about celebrating the presence and fulligp#g-
tion of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgenderquesrs
in all aspects of congregational life. We also weaie
all persons regardless of race, economic states; th
logical and political perspective, or other distions
that keep us from embracing our common humanityj.
We acknowledge that we still have work to do and \ye
welcome your advice about how we may be more wel-
coming. We want to say, truthfully, “All are welcem
here!"
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May 2010
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
200 pm Wiedding
Linden Tree Colles-
hivarse: set-up 300 pm,
show 8:00 pm
2 3 profemional cleaning # 3 [ 7 ]
10: 30 am RE & Service | 1:30-8:00 pm KCC 3:060 pm Irish Dance 11 40} am Minisiers T:30 pm Singing Medi-
3:00 pm Laugh Club T30 pm Sochl 6: 30 pm Dog Training Haurs | Lunch 1:30-8:00 pm KOC tation Group
5 pm Meditation Cancerns Comim files T} Chiadr
9 10} presferd anal elaaning 11 12 13 14 15
10: 30 am RE & Service 00 am Wainsmiting 11400 am Minsters 1:30-8:00 pm KCC
5 pm Meditation 1:30-8:00 pm KOC Project Haurs 5:30 pm Wedding 2:00 pm apen lor
3:000 pm Irigh Dance Roethe arsal Woekling i@ 3:00 p.m.
: 30 pm Dag Training 700 pm Food Coop
T Chadr Pickup
[ 17 preferd anal eleaning (] 1% 20 21 2
10: 30 am RE & Service 3:000 pm Irigh Dance 11400 am Minsters 6:00 pm WAAY Rize Up singing Specil 12:45 pm My Brathers
3:00 pm Laugh Club 600 pm Behearsal for 6: 30 pm Dog Training Haowurs dramtic presemation WAAV evening Tahle
5 pm Meditation Giving a Vadce T} Chair 700 pm LGET Sodal 2 30 Recitial
5: 30 pm WAAY
Movie Night
Frl 28 9
23 24 preders anal elaaning 25 k1 Sl Plant Sale
16 30 am RE & Service Gleam Dieadline 1140 am Minsiers A Mt
Preparaion T 00 am Plant fale
5 pm Meditation Haurs Pr
6:00 pm cocktails 2,00 pm Irigh Dunce P
T00 pm WAARYS 6: 30 pm Dog Training 7: 30 pm Wainscoting |"Ja11:5.1.lr~!
LGET C ameexly Show T} Chair Project
0 3 | pregerd anal el asning
10: 30 am RE & Service
5 pm Meditation

Unitarian Universalist Church of Wakefield
PO Box 529
Wakefield MA 01880
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